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PRECON PRODUCTS
We are proud to have

INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS TO THE 

CONSTRUCTION & BUILDING INDUSTRY

W W W . P R E C O N P R O D U C T S . C O . U K 

A S  O U R  M A I N  S P O N S O R
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GAME
DAY
GAME
DAY

STOWMARKET
TOWN 

CANVEY
ISLAND VSVS

CLUB DIRECTORY & OFFICALS PEOPLE

HONOURS

CONTACT US
Stowmarket Community Sports and Social Club CIC
Bury Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1JQ
01449 612533 

Eastern Counties League First Division Winners: 
2016-17
Suffolk Premier Cup Winners:
1962-63, 1976-77, 1985-86, 1990-91
Suffolk Senior Cup Winners:
1930-31, 1932-33, 1933-34, 1950-51, 1951-52, 1957-58, 
1961-62, 1964-65, 2006-07
Suffolk Junior Cup Winners:
1907-08
Essex & Suffolk Border League Winners:
1950-51
Essex & Suffolk Border League Cup Winners:
1950-51, 1951-52, 1970-71, 1991-92, 1994-95

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD:
Neil Sharp

DIRECTORS:
Nigel Jarvis, Stuart Loftus, Neil Sharp, Michael 
Prentice (Director adult football) John Griffin ( FA 
grading infrastructure) Vicki Theobald (company 
secretary) Delwyn Prentice (commercial)

MANAGER: Paul Musgrove
ASSISTANT MANAGER: Richard Wilkins
GOALKEEPING COACH: Paul Walker 
PHYSIO: Mark Blenkinsop 
KIT MANAGER: Doug French

RESERVES JOINT MANAGERS:
Craig Brown and James Graham 

UNDER-18’S MANAGER:
Liam Hawkins

UNDER-18’S ASSISTANT MANAGER:
Ellis Smith and William Wharton-Richardson 

YOUTH CHAIRMAN:
Kevin Blundell 

info@stowmarkettownfc.co.uk
stowmarkettownfc.co.u
twitter.com/stowtownfc
instagram..com/stowtownfc
facebook.com/stowmarkettownfc
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STOWMARKET Town chairman Neil Sharp says he knows he won’t sleep much on Friday night.
Sharp (pictured above) is counting down the days to the club’s first-ever Step 4 fixture – the 
culmination of seven years’ hard work at the club.

The Old Gold & Blacks were awarded promotion from the Thurlow Nunn League Premier 
Division under The FA’s restructuring earlier in the summer after two Covid-interrupted seasons.
They will start life in the Pitching In Isthmian League on the opening day of the 2021-22 season 
on Saturday at home to Canvey Island, kick-off 3pm.

“I won’t sleep much on Friday night,” admitted 60-year-old Sharp, who has been chairman of 
the club for around ten years. 
“I don’t often sleep well the night before a game, but I know I won’t this weekend, which will be 
a combination of everything that’s been going on.

“Saturday will be a great day for the club, although we will have to wait and see how many 
spectators turn up to watch, but hopefully the sun will be shining and they will see a good 
game.” Sharp has been involved with the club for 40 years, although not continuously, starting 
out as a player in the days when Stowmarket’s home ground was at Cricket Meadow in the 
town.
The club have come a long way since then, but especially since they were languishing in the 
lower half of Division One of the Thurlow Nunn League seven years ago.
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We are excited
by the challenge ahead
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Before Rick Andrews arrived as manager 
the club, who have averaged just over 300 
for home matches in the past couple of 
seasons, were struggling to attract more 
than 50 paying spectators through the gate.

Several new signings sparked an upturn in 
fortunes and the club won promotion for 
the first time in their history as Division One 
winners in the 2016-17 season.

An appeal for £10,000 towards new 
floodlights, which needed upgrading 
to comply with regulations following 
promotion, caught the eye of Tom Morley, 
who has been the club’s benefactor for the 
past four years.
His involvement coupled with success on 
the pitch has enabled Stowmarket to attract 
a raft of players with higher-level experience 
and led to them being 15 points clear at the 
top of the Premier Division with just ten 
games remaining when the 2019-20 season 
was curtailed by Covid in March last year.

After a second Covid-interrupted season, 
during which Andrews stood down due to 
personal reasons and was replaced by his 
assistant Paul Musgrove, Stowmarket were 
awarded promotion.
Musgrove now has Richard Wilkins, the 
vastly experienced former Bury Town, 
Leiston and Needham Market manager, 
working alongside him.

Sharp said: “It was disappointing not to be 
promoted by winning the league on the 
pitch. However, I think we deserved to be 
promoted two seasons ago, and anyone 
saying otherwise would be fibbing.”
Sharp admitted that although it has been 
an exciting time it had been ‘daunting’ 
dealing with the extra paperwork involved.

Fortunately, some of the ground 
improvements required have already been 
carried out thanks to the club winning a 
national competition run by Buildbase.

The £25,000 prize money covered the cost of 
materials to upgrade the boardroom, kitchen 
and turnstiles.

Sharp said: “The Government grants we have 
been able to access through lockdown have 
enabled us to continue work both inside and 
outside at the club.”
Stowmarket are waiting to hear back from 
The FA as to what is now required to bring 
their ground grading up to Step 3 level, should 
they win promotion in the future.

Any future Football Foundation funding will 
be determined by the outcome of ongoing 
negotiations over the lease of the ground 
which is currently in the hands of the club’s 
solicitors.
The current officials’ changing room is slightly 
too small, so the club are looking at a portable 
solution, subject to successfully applying for 
funding.

Like many clubs, Covid has hampered 
Stowmarket’s pre-season preparations – 
last Friday’s friendly fixture at Soham Town 
Rangers had to be cancelled – but Sharp feels 
they have improved on the pitch with every 
game.

As they await their debut at Step 4, Sharp 
took time to thank those that have made it 
possible.
“Tom deserves great credit for helping 
push us forward as a club. Hopefully we will 
continue to progress with Tom involved as 
well as Muzzy (Musgrove) and Wilks (Wilkins).

“Thanks are also due to a lot of people quietly 
working behind the scenes, without whose 
help we would not be where we are now,” he 
reflected.
“We are all excited by the challenge ahead; 
obviously it is going to be a lot harder this 
season to get the results we have had in 
previous seasons, but hopefully the fans will 
stick with us as they are our 12th man,” added 
Sharp.
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NO MEMBERSHIP 
REQUIRED

EVEN THO WE ARE BASED AT STOWMARKET TOWN FOOTBALL 

CLUB, DON’T WORRY NO MEMBERSHIP IS REQUIRED SIMPLY TURN 

UP AND ENJOY SOME TASTI FOOD! 

B A S E D  A T  S T O W M A R K E T  F O O T B A L L  C L U B 

EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY

C A L L  U S  O N  0 7 4 7 3  0 9 9 8 1 2
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Our first game of 
the season is here at last.

PAUL
MUSGROVEMUSGROVE

Words from The Manager

A new league and era for Stowmarket Town 
and the management team begins today. 
The management and players are proud to 
be leading the team on the pitch.

Preseason has gone well. Slightly 
disappointed that the Soham game was 
called off but I feel this maybe not the 
only game that is called off. Hopefully you 
have caught up with the changes player 
wise leaving the club, Luke Read, George 
Quintrell, Anton Clarke, Seb Dunbar. They 
all left on good terms and the club and 
I thank them for there services. Coming 
in to the club left back Kane Munday, 
forward Anthony Spyrou, Midfielder Manny 
Machaya, Defender Josh Curry. I hope 
they all enjoy there time at the club and 
show you the best of themselves. I am also 
delighted the rest of the squad all resigned. 
The team has stuck together during Covid 
and are a real credit to themselves. I have 
no doubt the never say die attitude will see 
us right in many games.

Everyone has a role to play at the football 
club from bar staff, to committee, match 
day staff and supporters and I believe 
we are all as one. Without each other we 
can’t achieve our goals and enjoy our 
community club. Covid has been a huge 
huge test for everyone personally and as 
a club. Everyone in some way has been 
affected by this world pandemic. Now is 
a time to realise what a club we have and 
we are here to support it and each other, 
we need to enjoy each other’s company 
and the football on the pitch from all levels 
through the club.
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There has been a lot of meetings and 
discussions to try and improve the football 
side of things. Brining in Liam Hawkins 
to the u18’s was a huge step to improving 
our young players and trying to progress 
them in to the men’s game. Jimmy Brown 
continues to be the reserve manager and 
I cannot applaud him enough for the job 
he’s doing. One of the hardest roles to do 
but he totally gets it and the role he plays 
in improving of his players and hopefully 
passing them on to the first team is vital.

The communication is good between us all 
and the clubs goal is to get our young youth 
through in to the first team. I cannot stress 
enough we are taking the responsibility 
serious but I will only blood our youth when 
I feel it’s best for all parties. If they are good 
enough they are old enough the old saying 
goes. Many have trained with us in the 
summer and this will continue throughout 
the season.
 
As your aware there has been a changes 
within the management team. Football is 
football and it always evolves and nothing 
ever surprises me. We welcome the very 
experienced Richard Wilkins (Wilks) to 
the club. Once I knew Dale Brooks may be 
going back in to the pro game I needed to 
be proactive and ensure our standards are 
maintained and raised if possible. Wilks 
is very well known in football and brings a 
lot of know how when going in to step 4 
football. Wilks and I have known each other 
for 20yrs but not on a personal level so it’s 
great to finally get to work with him and get 
to know him. He’s a winner like I am and we 
will leave no stone unturned to make this 
club better.

I have been told it’s a very brave move by 
myself to bring Wilks in. Questions like why 
would he want to be number two after what 
he’s achieved in the game. It’s simple for me 
work with the best people and have a team

around you that all bring different skills to 
improve the environment we work in. This 
enables the players to be the best they can be. 
I will use our management teams experience 
to make the decisions and I will live and die 
by these.
We have also a new goal keeper coach in Paul 
Walker who has come across from Sudbury. 
Paul was an outstanding talent and played in 
the pro game. Paul is quiet lad but his input 
so far has been very good and he is keeping 
Bradders on his toes.
 
So what can you as supporters expect from 
the season and what are our aims and 
expectations.

We will play with pride and passion. The style 
of play will have to change at times depending 
on surfaces we play on and the opposition. 
We have to win the fight before we earn the 
right to play. We all want to see lovely free 
flowing football of course but unfortunately 
football isn’t like that and we will have to learn 
quickly if we want to cement our club in step 
4 football.

The management teams aim would be a top 
10 finish but of course if you know myself 
or Wilks we will push as hard as we can to 
achieve the unthinkable.
There are no easy games and our players will 
soon find out the high concentration levels 
and performances required week in week out.
 
I would like to thank the committee and 
Tom Morley for your backing over the Covid 
period and preseason and without you and 
the supporters the club is nothing. Michael 
Prentice and Dee have been a huge support 
and while running their own business have 
taken on many hats of roles in recent months 
and are doing a great job. Neil and Shelia has 
always continue to do a great job day in and 
day out the unseen hard yards. Kevin Blundell 
has also kept his phone on for me whenever 
I’ve needed his help.
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The Prentice family for the 
overwhelming support, Pony and David 
Walker who continue to again do the 
unseen hard yards.

I know Tom and Taylor may not thank 
me for bringing them in to the lime light 
but what he has done financially for the 
club is remarkable over recent seasons 
and continues in to the new season. If 
you see Tom on a match day please do 
go and have a chat they are very open 
to talking to everyone. Tom and Taylor 
are also out and out winners so I often 
get the disgusted Dad look when I enter 
the bar if he feels the performance is not 
where it should be. But all this shows 
me is we are going places with their 
backing. Thank you to you all.

I can be demanding and relentless and 
hope as a team on and off the pitch we 
can make memories together that last 
a life time. I hope in 20yrs time people 
will still talk about the Stowmarket team 
that went in to step 4 football and did 
everyone proud.

Saturday will be particularly emotional 
one for me as I lost my Dad recently 
unexpectedly. We had planned many 
matches he would come to this season 
as he followed me everywhere during 
my football and management career. 
He would of wanted you all to be as 
noisy as possible. Which lastly but no 
means least brings me to you our great 
supporters. The players and I love it 
when your our 12th man a noisy, greens 
meadow is the best ground in non-
league football when we have the kids 
behind the goals and you all singing 
and banging the drum. So please raise 
the noise sing your hearts out and we 
will do all we can on the pitch to ensure 
you enjoy Stowmarket Town match day 
experience.

9
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PAUL MUSGROVE

JAMES BRADBROOK

OLLIE BROWN

JACK AINSLEY

GEORGE BUGG

Manager
RICHARD WILKINS

JOSH CURRY

DOM DOCHERTY

REGGIE LAMBE

Assistant Manager
PAUL WALKER 

TOM BULLARD

ROBBIE SWEENEY

ANTHONY SPYROU

Goalkeeper Coach
MARK BLENKINSOP 

CHRIS CASEMENT

CRAIG PARKER

Physio
DOUG FRENCH

KANE MUNDAY

EVAN COLLARD

JOE JEFFORD

JOSH MAYHEW

Kit Man

DEFENDERS

GOALKEEPERS

MIDFIELDERS

STRIKERS

STAFF MEMBERSSTAFF MEMBERS
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in sponsoring a player?

ARE YOU 
INTERESTED
ARE YOU 
INTERESTED

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
FOR YOUR FAVOURITE 
STOWMARKET TOWN 

PLAYER BY SPONSORING 
THEM FOR THE 2021/22 

SEASON. 

£100 a sponsor

For more information or 
to secure sponsorship, 

please email

DEE@STOWMARKETTOWNFC.CO.UK 
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CANVEY
ISLAND 

The Club was founded in 1926, 
but unfortunately most of the 
early records of the Club were 
lost in the devastating East Coast 
floods of 1953. The Club were very 
successful during their days in the 
local leagues, winning many cups 
and league championships in the 
process. During these years, the 
club appointed Denis Neville as 
manager, his first job after leaving 
his position as the Dutch National 
Team manager.

However, the club had drifted away 
towards the end of the 1980’s, and 
the very existence of Canvey Island 
FC was in serious doubt. When 
it looked as though the end was 
near, local businessman and former 
Canvey player Jeff King took over 
as manager, as well as helping to 
generate funds to take the club 
forward.

Canvey the enjoyed a meteoric rise 
up the football pyramid, the success 
starting in 1993 where The Gulls 
won the Essex Senior League and 
reached the semi-final of the FA 
Vase.

The Club then gained promotion to 
the Isthmian League in 1994 and won 
promotion from Division Three and 
Division Two in successive seasons. 
In 1995/96 after beating Conference 
team Hednesford Town in the FA 
Cup they reached the First Round 
Proper and drew 2-2 with Football 
League team Brighton & Hove 
Albion at Park Lane in front of a then 
ground record crowd of 3,400. The 
replay was lost at Brighton in front 
of a crowd of over 7,000. As well as 
winning Division Two the team were 
also winners of the Carlton Trophy 
and Thames-side Trophy.

MARK BENTLEY 

BRAD WELLMEN

STACEY SHAVE

SAMMY KNOTT

ALEX WALLER

BOBBY MASON

MCKENZIE DAVIDSON

MICHAEL FINNERAN

ROB GIRDLESTONE 

MASON HALL 

BEN SAMPAYO

JEY SIVA 

HARRISON CHATTING

CONOR HUBBLE 

ROB LACEY

ELLIOTT RONTO 

JAMIE SALMON 

HENRY SIMS 

TOBI TINUBU 

EVANS KOUASSI 

MATT PRICE 

Manager

Assistant Manager

Goalkeeping Coach

Coach

Physio

Goalkeeper

Defender

Defender

Defender

Defender

Defender

Defender

Midfielder

Midfielder

Midfielder

Midfielder

Midfielder

Midfielder

Midfielder

Forward

Forward 

FC CLUBFC CLUB


